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| 1950 fthe Voice of
America ) was the| most popular radio program received iR TZ&choslovakia.

Radio Free Europe (RFE), which was thep in its infancy, ran a close second and

vas perticularly effeptive for its depunciations of Communist informers. | It
wasgpbvious to Czechoplovak audiences that many refugees contributed accurate
information to RFE us[soou as they reached a Westerp country. The British

Broadcasting Cempany's (BBC) broadcasts to Czechoslovakia were the least pop-

ular at that time.

|
Jamming of Western trpadcasts was rearly ualy srsal. For a short while after
RFE comsenced broadrusting; reception was ‘relatively undisturbed, dbut Ja.ujmina
was soon extended to E brondcasts as well. Jamming was particularly strong
in the early morning gnd in the evenirng: whereas Western broadcast. were re-
ceived quite well frcm late morning to mid-afternoon, most likely because the
size of the audience [during those hours wWas presumed t5 be at & minirnume .

[famming tad increased in
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3. The people o. Czecuoslovakia hbad corsiderable experience witk jamning ~A
during World War II. Thus, many of them had learnea to install aerials .

X

which improved reception from distant stations. They vook the Communist
policy of interfering with Western broadcasts for granted. Their attitude
could best be described by the phrace, “What can you expect from these

] 25X1 -

Any peracm or group o: persons found to be Iigteners to o
foreign br casts could be--and some were--descridbed as enemies of the } Py
State and prosecut+d on that basis. Nevertheless| ] 25X1
90 per cent ot the radio receivers ir Czechoslovakia were tuned in to soze
Western dbroadcasts. This figure includes bona fide Communists, wvhose moti-

vation for listening was frequently differsnt f£rom thet of the other listeners. ——
L, Prior to World War II, y peonle in Czechoslovakia cwned radio sets cap-

able of receiving good signals from distant transmitters both on medium and
short vaves. Even now, the ovnersnip of radio sets is not limited to any
soclo-ecoaomic group im Czechoslovakia. It has, however, beiome incrcasing-
ly difficult to obtain spare parts for older sets, and tne production of
radio receivers has been restrictea to medium wave types for a muber of
Yearas. As jamming has been most effective in the mediun wave band, 1t is
therefore logical that the number of radios capable of receiving foreign
broadcasts is in the process of being progressively reduced.

25X1 5.
25X1
this was a program 6f what, for lack of aay 6Xact “aATR | '|ctu. X1
the Slovek Indeperdeuce Movement. The White Legion station broadcast on 25
short waves Because of the danger of 25X1
detection, 1T must be assum~d that the transmitter was instelled on a
truck or other movable ooject and changed its position between droadcasts.
Probably for fear of detection, broadcansts were infrequent and highly ir-
regular i1 terms of time anc duration, but limited to evening hours | 25X1
25X1 | | The signal was probatly not very strong. L
6. 25X1
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